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This article first appeared in Gun
Dog magazine, Oct/Nov94.

It s;emsthat every articleyou read on
selecting the proper trainer for your gun
dog concentrateson references and ken-
nel conditions. Whiletheseareindeed
important, another consideration should
betakeninto account: thetrainer’sabil-
ity tolisten.

A friend used to haveasweatshirt em-
blazoned with thisquestion: “ Canwetalk
about my dog now?’ Whilethisishu-
morous on the surface, its significance
goesmuch deeper. Weall know people
who can do nothing but talk about their
dogs. I’'msuremost of ushavebeenguilty
of thisat onetimeor another. However,
atrainer must be able to get past this
temptation and learn how tolisten. As
long asyou aretalking, you canonly es-
pousewhat you dready know. Whenyou
areligeningyou learn.

Very few trainersare average conver-
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sationalists. They comein two groups
usualy; talkers or listeners. It takes
about 10 secondsto find out which they
are. The best approach when first ad-
dressing atrainer, whether it bein person
or onthe phone, istointroduceyoursdlf,
giveavery brief history of your dog, what
trainingyou areinterestedin, and then stop
talking. Thetrainer’sresponsewill invari-
ably be a40 minute dissertation on ev-
erything he or sheknowsabout training-
whether it hasanything to do with your
particular Situation or not-or you will ex-
perience afew secondsof silence. The
trainer whoremainssilentisgauging you.

Thereisnothing wrongwiththat.

Many, many customersaretalkersas
well. If youlaunchintoyour owndisser-
tation, youtell thetrainer everythingyou
know and, moreimportantly, everything
youdon'tknow. Thisputsthetrainer at
adistinct advantage. If you respect this
moment of silence, it will alwaysbefol-

lowed by a series of ques-
tionsfromthetrainer. An-
swer tothebest of your abil-
ity and answer only theques-
tions asked. The trainer
needscertaininformationto
give you an accurate ap-
praisa.

He should be asking you
about your dog's experi-
ences, especialy regarding
your training. Heshould ask
about thedog'slifestyle, that
is, isthedog ahousedog or
akennd dog? Doyou have
afamily and how isthefam-
ily involved with the dog?
Hewill ask under what cir-
cumstancesyou acquiredthe
dog. Hewill want to know
how you intend to use the
dog and your goalsfor him.
The trainer should be interested in the
dog’sbackground and ask to see apedi-
gree, if possble. Justleavethequestions
in hishands until he says, “OK, here's
what | think about your situation.”

Now it isyour turn to ask any ques-
tionsyou may have. Thequestionsyou
need to ask include: How much experi-
ence do you have with my dog’s breed
and canyou includein your references
someonethat hasthisbreed? How long
haveyou beeninbusinessat your present
location? Do you concentrateontriaing
or hunting training? How many assgants
do you have? What percentage of my
dog’strainingwill they do?

Intheworld of dog training, thereare
no stupid questions. Don’t beafraid to
ask anythingthatisonyour mind. It'syour
dog.

Thebest trainer | ever met wasaGer-
mean Shorthaired Pointer field trid trainer
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From the President’s desk....

It'sthetimeof year most of uslivefor
-fal! Upland bird seasonisinfull swing
as ismigratory bird season. Our dogs
know it’stimefor themto gotowork.

Fall also bringsacloseto our club’s
annua activities. Wehad oneof our most
active years to date. We held our first
AmericanKennd Club Pointing Dog Hunt
Test this spring near Bozeman. Our
judges, Charlie and Sue Williams of
Brighton, Colorado graciously volun-
teered to hold a “How To Start Your
Pointing Dog” seminar theday beforethe
test. The seminar waswell attended and
we offered a one-year membership to
those who participated. Severa club
members put hunt test legsontheir dogs
and anticipate passing moreteststoward
AKC hunt test titlesin thefuture.

Thisfal weweresettoholdan AKC
Pointing Dog Feld Trid near Bainville We
had afull lineup of judgesand anumber
of entries, some from as far away as
Texas. However, mother naturethrew us
acurve. Montanaisin the throws of a
drought. Thefiredanger wasextremeand
we were forced to cancel our event in
theinterest of public safety.

Asour year drawstoaclosg, itistime
toeect officersfor 2004. A samplebalot
appearsinthisissue. Theelection com-
mitteemet in September and placed names
ontotheballot for your consideration.

Our membershipdriveisinfull swing.
If you arereceiving thisnewd etter and
are not a current member, please con-
Sder joining usagain. Wehavemany new
faces among us and are committed to
eventsfor 2004. A list of them appears
inthisnewdetter. Membershipisthefoun-
dation of the club. Your dues make it
possibleto continueto publish our news-
letter, host our website and sponsor
events. | inviteeach member torecruit at
least one new member this year. Our
membership isnot limited to shorthair
owners, somemembersown Brittany's,
Wirehairsand Wemaranerstonameafew.
A couple of our members currently do
not have dogs, but support the club with
their duesand volunteeringto assist with

events. 2003 was one of our best years
and 2004 could be even better with your
support.

Pleasetakethetimeto visit our new
andimproved web pagefor picturesand
details about this event and other
club activities. Our secretary, Leanne
Smith does a wonderful job of
keeping our site current, and wecan all
thank her by accessingit often.

If you have an e-mail address please
make sureyou let usknow what itisso
you canbeaddedtoour list. E-mail isthe
most effective and cheapest way
for ustokeepintouchin our huge state.

The Montana GSPC waswell repre-
sented at the “ Strut Your Mutt” on the
Capital Lawnin July. | waseveninter-
viewed ontheradioandwesigned up a
coupleof new members.

GSPrescueisbecomingabigger task each
year. Over adozen dogshavepassed through
Montanarescueinthepast year and many
moreneed homes. You candoyour part be-
ingrespongbleowners settinggoodexample
and educating other GSP owners. Oftenl
have people tell me they want to
breed their dog and ask about using oneof
my stud dogs. When | ask about
their dog'sbloodlinesand abilitiestheusud
commentis, “ SheisAK Cregidered.”

| try to explain that al that meansis
that sheissupposed to beapurebred dog
but that isnoreasoninitself to use her for
breeding.

Leanne made abeautiful quilt and do-
nated it toraiserescuefunds. If youwould
liketo buy afew raffleticketsto try to
winthisgorgeousquilt pleaselet meknow.
Wehave several new membersand wel-
cometheir participationinour club.

Themorememberswehave, themore
we can accomplishwith eventsand just
plaindogfun.

Thank you for your support now anin

thefuture.
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“Lazy Heart’'s Cowboy Justice”
at GSPCA National Specialty
show in Riverside, California,
bred by Nancy Lane and owned
by Jean Graham.

Montana German Shorthaired Pointer Club
33 Road 253
Glendive, Montana 59330
Phone: (406) 486-5445
lzyharts@midrivers.com

WWww.montanagspc.or g

Officers:
Nancy Lane, Glendive, President
Alan Heltemes, Williston, ND, Vice-President
Leanne Smith, Helena, Secretary
Carol Nelson, Billings, Treasurer

Board of Directors:
Jean Graham, Billings
Christopher Eckoff, Savage
Judy Merwin, Flaxville

Copyright © Montana German Shorthaired Pointer Club, 2002.
Thisistheofficial publication of the Montana German Shorthaired
Pointer andis published bi-monthly. The Montana German Short-
haired Pointer Club reservestheright to reject any advertisements.
This newsletter is provided at no cost to subscribers.




Upcoming Events 2004

May

MT GSPC Pointing Dog Hunt Test

Tobeheld inthe ThreeForksarea.
Contact: Jim Whiitilaat (406) 443-2896 or e-mail
spotteddogfarm@msn.com. Thisyear’sevent will be

two days. You may enter oneor both days.

June

German Shorthaired Pointer Fun Match

Yellowstone K ennel Club Dog Show

Billings, Montana

Contact: L eanne Smith (406) 449-9940 or e-mail
kurtzlaw@bresnan.net

Pointing Dog Field Trial

Bainville, Montana
Contact ChrisEchoff (406) 798-3457 or e-mail
upland@midrivers.com. Thiswill beathree-day

event

“'Meeting minutes
July 12, 2003 Minutes

Thefollowing memberswere present
at the home of Rod Abercrombie and
Treasurer Carol Nelsonin Billings. Rod
Abercrombie, Carol Nelson and Nancy
Lane. The following members were
present via phone: Secretary Leanne
Smithand JmWitada

The meeting was called to order by
President Nancy Laneat 12:10 p.m.

Old Business

1. One-year free membershipswere
approved for membersto giveto people
they sell puppiesto. Nancy showed the
certificateand Leannewill ensurethat the
graphicisembeddedinthefile.

2. TheMay 11, 2003 AKC Hunt Test
resultsare posted on the club’swebsite
and AK C has acknowledged receipt of
all theinformation they require. Leanne
and Jmaredtill working onthefind tally
of fundsand expenses.

3. Nancy thanked Jmfor hisdonation
of morethan 300 |bs of dog food to the
rescue program. Jimisencouraging all
memberswho receive couponsfor food
for NSTRA events donate them to the
rescue program.

4. Nancy, Jmand Leannearetill sdll-

ing ticketson the quilt Leanne designed
and madefor rescue. Thequilt hasbeen
vaued at $1,250. 550 ticketswill besold
at $5 each or 5 for $20.

5. The Butch Nelson Snake Break
Clinicisonhold. Itwasscheduled for July
19. If it can be rescheduled, Rod and
Carol will notify members through
Leanne.

6. Nancy said weare getting closer to
being approved as an AKC specialty
club. We need to hold ashow match be-
fore being approved. We will ask the
HelenaDog Clubif wecanholdthematch
after BISin September at their fall show.

7. The GSPCA has approved the
Sept. 12, 13 and 14 Field Tria dates.
AKCwill not gpproveuntil thecomplete
judging panel, emergency plan and fee
have been submitted. We arerunning out
of time. Theruleisthat the entire packet
isto be submitted at | east 90 daysin ad-
vance.

New Business

1. Nancy will teakethequilt and severa
rescue dogs to the July 19 “ Strut Your
Mut” event in Helena on the Capitol
Lawn.

2. Alan Heltemes has asked Nancy if
the club would provide lunch at the
NSTRA eventin Glendivethe9th & 10th
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Listen.............. from page 1

named John Merrell out of Bakersfield,
Cdifornia | methima my firstfieldtrid.
| had ayoung pup that had never beento
atria before. Johnhadarigwith35dogs
and two horses. | wasacrossthe camp
inatent. Hecameover, introduced him-
self, thenlet metalk. | wassoflattered
that hewould taketime out from hisrou-
tinetocomeover andtalk withmel could
hardly believeit. Asit hgopened, wewere
braced together in that trial. Whenwe
cametotheline, | realized heknew ev-
erything about meand my dog, but | knew
nothing about him. | took that lesson to
heart and have never forgottenit.
Thissameprinciplegppliesto selecting
atrainer for your dog. No matter what
your goasare, it paystolisten rather than
talk.

Christopher Echoff isa professional
dog trainer and member of the Mon-
tana German Shorthaired Pointer
Club. He may be reached at
upland@midrivers.com. This article
may not be reproduced without writ-
ten permission from the author.

o

of August. Leanne suggested club mem-
bers be asked to donate burger - game
and beef for hamburgersaswell assal-
ads, chipsetc. Theclubwould charge $5
per person. The money would goto the
generd fund.

3. Alanisstill working on the Sept 12,
13 and 14 MT GSPC Field Trial to be
heldinBainville, MT near theNorth Da-
kotaborder. He has some of the details
worked out. We have to have judges
panel approved before we can take an-
other step in the process.

4. Leanne made a motion to ap-
prove all the new members who be-
came new membersthrough the* how
To Start Your Pointed Dog” seminar.
Carol seconded it. The motion passed
unanimously.

See MinutesCon't .....page 7
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2004 Election Ballot

Ballots must be received by November 1, 2003.
Please select oneof thefollowing nomineesor writein another member’sname.

Presdent: Nancy Lane

Writeln
Vice-President: JmWhiitaa

Writeln
Secretary: Leanne Smith

Writeln
Treasurer: Carol Nelson

Writeln

QV _ Judy Merwin John Nunnes V
g Writeln

ballotsto: Leanne Smith, 617 N. Raleigh Street, Helena, MT 5
emberswho havepaid their 2002 duesareeligibleto hold office ana#/cye.

Board of Choosethreeof thefollowing:
Directors:
Christopher Eckoff Alan Heltemes @
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WWw.montanagspc.org

How can you help?

TheMontana GSP Club can usedonationsof:

Visit today

Auction/Raffleltems
eart work smerchandise

Attention writersand photographers, | varaionpackages-eventicket
egolf course passes

TheMontana GSP Club newsletter and website *t-shirts, hats, travel mugs
issoliciting original articles, opinion pieces, po- *guidedfishing and hunting trips
etry and photogr aphs.

Rescue Program Needs:
*Dog Food <Bedding <Cashdonationsfor medical care

Thisisagreat opportunity totest thewatersand

P Foster homes «Transportation
shareyour knowledge, opinionsand photogr aphs. P The Montana GSP Club is a nor-
Send your submissionsto: L eanne Smith, 617 N. Todonate contact: W he Sereay of S 111
Raleigh Street, Helena, MT 59601 or e-mail Nancy Lane (406) 486-5445 oo OIS CIiee ey S0
’ ) . ollows er uldelines to
them tokurtzlaw@attbi.com. L eanne Smith (406) 449-9940 maintan its satus.
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‘ Geman Shorthaired Pointer Club of America

standards of the coat, color and gait

Coat

The hair is short and thick and feels
tough to the hand; it issomewhat longer
ontheunderside of thetail and the back
edgesof thehaunches. Thehair issofter,
thinner and shorter on the ears and the
head. Any dog with long hair inthe body
coat isto be severely penalized.

Color

Thecoa may beof solidliver or acom-
bination of liver and whitesuch asliver
andwhiteticked, liver patched and white
ticked, or liver roan. A dogwithany area
of black, red, orange, lemon or tan, or a
dog solid white will be disqualified.

Gait

A smooth lithegaitisessential. Itisto
be noted that as gait increasesfrom the
walk to afaster speed, thelegsconverge
beneath the body. Thetendency tosingle
track isdesirable. Theforelegsreachwell
ahead asif to pull in the ground without
giving the appearance of ahackney gait.
The hindquarters drive the back legs
smoothly and with great power.

JointheMT GSP Club today

Your Name

Mailing Address

City

State Zip

Home Phone

Number of dogsowned Breeds

Pleasecheck interest or participation in thefollowingdogactivities: upland bird hunting__ waterfowl hunting
____hiking__ fieldtrials_ hunttest__ obedience _ show__ agility__tracking__rescue __ other___

e-mail address

| hereby apply for membership in the Montana German Shorthaired Pointer Club and
enclose $30.00 for one year’s dues (Make checks payable to the MT GSP Club)

enclose $300.00 for a lifetime member ship

enclose a donation for Montana GSP Rescue

$10 $20 other

| agree to abide by the Constitution and By-L aws of the Montana German Shorthaired
Pointer Club and the rules and regulations of the American Kennel Club.

Your signature

Date

Complete and send to: Leanne Smith, GSP Club, 617 N. Raleigh Street., Helena, MT 59601,



-

Photos by:

: 2?»-?« John Nunnes
~ West Yellowstone




Page 7

Spring training seminar
and hunt test successful

The Montana German Shorthaired
Pointer Club held its first American
Kennel Club Hunt Testin May.

The event was preceeded by a“How
To Start Your Pointing Dog” seminar
conducted by Sueand Charlie Williams
of Brighton, Colorado.

Hunt Test Results

Master Level: 3 entries 0 passed

Senior Level: 2 entries 1 pass

“Breeze,” atwo-year-old German
Wirehaired Pointer bitch owned and
handled by John Nunnes of West
Yellowstone, passed their Senior Hunt
Test.

Junior Level: 10 entries 5 passed

“Lazy Heart Huntheim Cryst! Ice”
owned by Nancy Lane of Glendiveand
Donna Taylor of Colorado liveswith
and was handled by L eanne Smith of
Helena. The 15-month-old German
Shorthaired Pointer bitch passed her

first Junior Hunt Test.
11-year-old male German Shorthaired
Pointer “Radbach Hal’s Young Eingtein”,
owned by Jim and Betsy Wiitalaof Hel-
enaand handled by Jim Wiitala, wasthe
oldest dog to passthe Junior Hunt test.
Reggie and Kathleen Brewer of
Helena stwo-year-old Brittany spaniel
bitch“Big Sky Sassy Jessie” passed the
firstlegof her Junior Hunt Test. Jessewas
handled by owner Reggie Brewer.
“Samac'sBig Sky Chief”, atwo-year-
oldmadeBrittany spanid from Greet Fdls,
owned and handled by Alex Gavrisheff
of Greet Fallspassed hisJunior Hunt Test.
“CH Lazy Hearts Quantum Leap”
passed hisJunior Hunt Test. Thesix-year-
old German Shorthaired Pointer isowned
and handled by Nancy Lane, Lazy Hearts
Kennd, Glendive. “QT” excdsinthefield
andisafinished show champion.

M ay 2004

Hunt Test

act: Jim Wifjtila .,
(406) 45942365

MinutesCon’t

5. Rod suggested welist our web site
with Bird Dog and Retriever News.
Nancy will submit our sitefor afreelist-
ingif offered.

6. Rod alsowould liketo seeour club
take credit for being the only AKC li-
censed performance/specidty clubinMT
andthat al our eventsareopentoal AKC
pointing breeds.

Treasurer’sReport

Carol announced theclub has$248.12
left in thetreasury after paying the club
liability insurancewhichwasabout $600.
The company who suppliesthiscoverage
is through the AKC Risk Purchasing
Group, Evanston I nsurance of Esquire,
Inc. Aurora, CO. Our coverageisthrough
Juneof 2004 for $2 million.

There are no more expenses for the
hunt test and the club should bereceiving
about another $75.

Secretary’sReport

Leannesaid sheand Jmwouldfindize
therest of the detailsfromthe May 11,
2003 AK C Hunt Test thisweek. Shewill
get the names and address of the new
membersto Jean Graham.

Jim made a motion to dismiss the
meeting at 12:40. It was seconded by
Rod and passed unanimously.

Websites of | nterest

Montana Pets On the Net: www.montanapets.orgisa
sitededicated to M ontana shelter s, rescue groups, and
dog-related eventsin M ontana.

Reader scan post questionsregarding CanineHealth at
www.caninehealthonline.org. Someforumsinclude

guestionsand answer sregar ding vaccination.

www.fielddog.comisyour premier I nter net sourcefor
fied trialingand bird dog huntinginfor mation. Featuring
many national bird dog associationsand clubs.

www.ver satiledogs.com isa site dedicated to pointing
dogs, retriever sand spaniels.

www.thecheckcord.com isthe sportman’sone-stop site

information.

for upland hunting, bird dog training and competition
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man Shorthaired Pointer Club. The Mon-
tana German Shorthaired Pointer Club is a
non-profit organization registered with the

To encourage and promote the breeding of purebred GSPsandtodoal

Secretary of State. It isa501(C)(3) organi- possibleto bring their natural qualitiesto perfection.

zation and follows all federal guidelines

to maintain its status. To encourage the members and breeders of GSPsto meet the requirements of
, , the American Kennel Club (AKC).

Please send all photos, |etters, ideas, infor-

mﬁé?gﬁ: g({;[r?anangh?;tt'ﬁfe?;g;ﬁgi’ To urge members and breedersto accept the Standard of the breed asap-

617 N. Raleigh Street, Helena, MT 59601 proved by the AK C asthe only standard of excellence by which GSPsshall

or e-mail them to kurtzlaw@attbi.com bejudged.

Please visit our website at: Todoall initspower to protect and advancetheinterests of the breed by

Vv, montanagspe.org encouraging sportsman-like competitionsat dog shows, field trial's, obedieince

and hunt tests, aswell asat any dog event.

To conduct AK C licensed matches, events and specialty shows, field
trials, hunt tests, obediencetrails, agility and tracking tests under therules
of the AKC.
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| Address change or know someone who would |

| liketo receiveour free publication? |
[ O Add a subscriber
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The Montana German Shorthaired Pointer Club
33 Road 253
Glendive, MT 59330
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Telephone Number

Mail to:

Montana GSP Club
617 N. Raleigh Street
| Helena, MT 59601




